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Early Civilisations
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What does civilisation mean?
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Civilisation basically means a groups of

people living together in communities.

‘Civi’ comes from the Latin word meaning someone 

who lives in a town.

Can you think of a word from the ‘civi’ 
word family that we use today to
describe people who live in a town?
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Civilians

Civilisation basically means a groups of

people living together in communities.

‘Civi’ comes from the Latin word meaning someone 

who lives in a town.



14

www.grammarsaurus.co.uk

Today we will be looking at some of the earliest known civilisations.

Indus Valley Shang Dynasty Ancient Sumer Ancient Egypt

Have you ever heard of any of these civilisations? What do you know about them?
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Early Civilisation Timeline

Ancient Sumer Ancient Egyptians Indus Valley Shang Dynasty

4000 BC4500 BC 3500 BC 3000 BC 2500 BC 2000 BC 1500 BC 1000 BC 500 BC YEAR 0 PRESENT

4500 – 1900 BC

4500 – 1900 BC

4500 – 1900 BC

4500 – 1900 BC



16

www.grammarsaurus.co.ukwww.grammarsaurus.co.uk

Which civilisation was around for the longest period of 
time? Which was around for the shortest period of time?
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BC stands for ‘before Christ.’ We use it when
talking about events that happened before the
year 0. Sometimes it is referred to as BCE which 
stands for ‘before common era’.
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Partner Task
Do you think early civilisations had these things? Give reasons for your answers.

Houses

Cars

Roads

Toilets

Hospitals

Farms
grammarsaurus.co.ukgrammarsaurus.co.uk

Reason

Reason

Reason

Reason

Reason

Partner Task
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Hospitals
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Houses

Partner Task ANSWERS

Cars RoadsToilets Hospitals Farms

They would have 
had houses but 
not made out of

bricks like we have 
now.

Cars were not 
invented in the
times of these 

early civilisations.

They would 
probably use a 

hole in the ground.

They probably had 
somewhere for 

people to go when 
they were sick but 

not like our 
hospitals now. 

They would not 
have had 

electricity or the 
medicines we have 

now.

Yes! There were 
no shops to buy
food (like Asda!) 
so they had to
grow their own. 
They would not

have had electrical 
tools or machines 

to help them!

They didn’t have 
cars but they may 
have used horses 
or other animals 
to travel so they 
may have had 

special tracks for 
them but not 

tarmac roads like 
we have.
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The Indus Valley civilisation settled in the Indus 

Valley near the River Indus in India.

The civilisation covered a huge area – approximately

half a million square miles or 1400 cities.

Most people lived in small villages and were farmers 

or craftsmen. They are believed to be the first people 

to grow cotton and weave cloth.

No-one knows why the civilisation ended. 

They left behind no temples, statues or palaces.

Indus Valley 3300BC- 1300BC

INDIA
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The Shang Dynasty were a civilisation who lived

around the Yellow River in North East China. 

They are the first Chinese dynasty that we have

archaeological evidence for.

They were experts in making beautiful things out

of bronze. Most people were farmers but there were 

also many warriors, craftsmen, traders and slaves.

They made houses and buildings out of mud and

wood.

Shang Dynasty 1700BC – 1037BC

CHINA
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Sumer

The Sumerian civilisation lived in Sumer where the

river Tigris and Euphrates met. This area is now

known as Iraq.

They were excellent mathematicians and they

were also the first civilisation to develop writing.

Each Sumerian city had its own God.

They built houses out of sun-dried bricks and flat

roofs. Wealthy people had two storey houses.

Ancient Sumer 4500BC – 1900BC
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The Ancient Egyptians settled near the River Nile in

Egypt, Africa.

They created paper called papyrus and wrote using

hieroglyphics. They built pyramids to bury their 

kings and queens. The pyramids were huge and 

required maths to be built perfectly.

Both men and women in Egypt wore make up - it

was a sign of wealth. The wealthier people were, the

more make up they wore.

Ancient Egypt 3100BC – 30BC
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Fill in the table to compare the four

different early civilisations.

You may have to use books or the

internet to research some of the

answers.

You can write or draw pictures.

We will share our findings at the

end of the lesson.

Independent Task
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Find out about how each early civilisations built their houses.

How does this differ to how we build our houses today?

Indus Valley Shang Dynasty Ancient Sumer Ancient Egypt
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Find out about transport in each of the early civilisations.

How does this differ to transport today?

Indus Valley Shang Dynasty Ancient Sumer Ancient Egypt


